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development superior to children of corresponding ages in Japan. More 
facts of this kind showing the bodily and mental changes that are taking 
place among the Japanese in this country would have added greatly 
to the value of the book. 

What is needed is a study of Japanese immigrant heritages illustrated 
by a wealth of concrete material along lines worked out by Park and 
Miller in their recent volume Old World Traits Transplanted. Such a 
study of the Japanese immigrants under the direction of Japanese who 
possess the scholarly equipment and fair-mindedness of Dr. Iyenaga 
and Mr. Sato would go far toward furnishing the fundamental informa- 
tion needed for an intelligent grasp of the Japanese problem on our 

Pacific Coast. 

J. F. Steiner 
University of North Carolina 



Community Organization. By Joseph Kinmont Hart. Initial 
volume of " Social Welfare Library," Edward Devine, editor. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. 230. $2.50. 

This is a book which will be a disappointment to many who have 
been looking for a discussion of the recent developments in the organiza- 
tion of local community forces. The title is misleading. The content 
of the volume has little to do with the peculiar problems of the local 
community. It is an essay on the philosophy of social reform. 

The term "Community," throughout, is used in an ambiguous 
sense. Most of the time it implies simply any large social group, but 
particularly a nation or state. At other times it reverts to the concept 
of a local community without any apparent recognition of the distinction. 
In this usage it illustrates the current failure in much present-day discus- 
sion to differentiate clearly between the problems of the local community 
and those of the nation or the state. The problems of modern education, 
industry, religion, etc., are in some respect, problems for the nation, in 
other respects problems of the state, and in still others, problems of the 
local community. Mr. Hart treats all phases as "Community" 
problems, apparently oblivious of the distinction. 

The chief solution suggested, however, for meeting the problems is 
a local community council, a piece of machinery that manifestly can 
function only locally. And yet the particular tasks that he sets before 
this local community council are, many of them, tasks which can be 
performed, if at all, only by a national agency. 

In view of the extent to which community councils are now being 
advocated it is interesting to note the particular type of council that 
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Mr. Hart suggests. He would have a group of from fifteen to twenty 
persons selected from the community, not on the basis of their rep- 
resenting particular agencies or groups in the community, but because 
of their representativeness of vital functions in the community, as of 
education, religion, industry, recreation, etc. They should be persons 
who understand deeply the large social significance of these functions, 
and who can see the community in its wholeness. The council should 
meet regularly for deliberation and discussion. The members should 
read widely and keep themselves informed on all the issues before the 
community. They should be read to give much time and energy and 
to plan largely for the community. The council is to have nothing to 
do with the execution of the plans or policies proposed. It is exclusively 
for deliberation and counsel. 

There is, undoubtedly, much to commend in such a proposal. But 
since Mr. Hart goes so much into detail in outlining the functions and 
character of the council, it is perhaps not unfair to ask how such a group 
could be found who would be able to give so much time and energy to 
this apart from their regular occupations, for manifestly this is a 
voluntary group. The task he outlines is one for a highly trained group 
of specialists giving all their time to study and deliberation. How would 
they be selected ? In what way would their conclusions be put before 
the community, and what machinery would be required to secure from 
the community a consideration of their proposals ? 

In spite of these limitations there is much sound philosophy in Mr. 
Hart's book. It points out clearly the fallacy of individualistic ideals 
and the waste in attempts to reform a few evils piecemeal. While there 
is little that is new to the sociologist, there is much of value for the 
citizens and the social worker who have been thinking of particular 
pieces of social betterment as isolated enterprises. One cannot lay 
down the volume without a keen realization that life is a whole and that 
all social betterment must proceed on the assumption that people are 
living in groups, and that social agencies to be efficient must work as a 
part of a larger and inclusive movement. 

Cecil C. North 

Ohio State University 

Psychology and Folk-Lore. By R. R. Marett, D.Sc. New York: 

The Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. ix+275. 

Five presidential addresses before the British Folk-Lore Society and 

six other addresses, together embracing discussions of psychology and 

folklore, war and savagery, primitive values, culture, survivals, magic 



